
LETTER FROM THE 
PRESIDENT 
 
Early fall is always an important time in 
Five Points. School starts, cooler 
weather sets in and UGA students and 
vacationers return to Athens after their 
summer breaks. New residents move 
into the area, which makes it a great 
time to get to know your neighbors. 
Please help our community by getting to 
know your neighbors and telling them 
about FOFP. If they ask you what we 
do, here’s your answer: The mission of 
FOFP is to enhance the quality of life in 
Five Points by building upon a long-
standing sense of community here. We 
do this through our events, such as the 
annual Easter Egg Hunt, an active e-
mail listserv, newsletter, website and 
other activities. Most streets have a 
street captain, who delivers the Fall 
newsletter and lets us know when there 
is a concern or issue of interest on their 
street. We are a completely volunteer-
driven organization, and the primary 
work of the organization takes place 
through standing and ad-hoc commit-
tees and a board. If your neighbor 
would like to become a member, they 
can join FOFP for $10 per year and 
subscribe to the listserv.  
 
I am very excited to report that we have 
reinvigorated our Membership and 
Communications committees. Many 
thanks to Kim Ness and Chip Woods, 
our new committee chairs, and all of the 
volunteers who have come forward to 
work on the committees. Strong com-
mittees are the backbone of the organi-
zation, and FOFP will really benefit from 
their work. Please let us know if you 
would like to become involved with a 
committee. 
  (continued on page 2) 
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FOFP MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 

Yikes!  Did you know that your Friends of Five Points 
membership has expired?  Well, you’re not alone; all 
Friends of Five Points memberships have expired.  
That’s why we will kick off a Friends of Five Points 
Membership Drive in September. 

With dozens of thriving businesses and more than 
3,000 households, Five Points is a great place to 
work, live, and play ... and with your membership and 
support, we can work together to make it ever better!  

Joining Friends of Five Points is an inexpensive yet 
rewarding way to support your neighborhood.  Mem-
bership costs only $10 per household for one year or 
$25 for three years.  Dues support production of the 
newsletter, maintenance of the website, and Friends 
of Five Points events and activities.  

Membership benefits include: 
• Subscription to our newsletter 
• Opportunities to get involved with your local com-

munity by participating on a FOFP committee or 
getting involved in community discussions 

• Subscription to our listserv in order to receive 
timely information about issues affecting our 
neighborhood and notifications of community-
oriented events and activities 

• Involvement in a neighborhood group willing to 
act on your behalf to preserve the quality of life in 
our great neighborhood. 

• The knowledge that you're an active, involved 
part of the neighborhood! 

EASTER EGG HUNT PICTURES INSIDE 
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(continued from page 1) 
It’s that time of year to renew your Friends of 
Five Points membership. Please fill out the 
membership form in this newsletter or visit 
our website. Most memberships have expired 
and are due in September. If you are unsure 
of your membership status, please send a 
note to fivepointsathens@gmail.com. 
 
I have very much enjoyed serving as FOFP 
president, and it’s time for me to turn over the 
reins. I love our neighborhood and will con-
tinue to be involved with the organization but 
in a reduced capacity. My goal in working 
with FOFP was to focus on building our 
sense of community and emphasizing the 
“friends” in Friends of Five Points. Thanks to 
many devoted members and great neighbors, 
I think we have made a lot of progress. 
Thank you, as always, for your continued 
interest and support for our community.  
 
You can reach FOFP by sending an e-mail to 
fivepointsathens@gmail.com. 
 
Sara Beresford 
President 

HOW CAN YOU HELP 
FRIENDS OF FIVE POINTS? 
 
Help make Five Points an even stronger neighborhood by 
lending a hand.  There are several ways that you can be-
come actively involved with Friends of Five Points including: 

• Become a Street Captain – Street Captains keep their 
street connected to the larger Five Points neighborhood.  
They deliver the newsletter, notify the Membership com-
mittee when new residents move onto their street, and 
help disseminate information about Friends of Five 
Points, membership and Friends of Five Points events. 

• Volunteer at a Friends of Five Points Event – Event Vol-
unteers help set up before or take down after a FOFP 
event.  Hiding eggs for the Easter Egg Hunt is a volun-
teer favorite! 

• Join a Committee – The Communications, Membership 
and Newsletter Committees are always looking for addi-
tional help.  Contact a committee chair to find out where 
your talents can best be used.     

• Join the Friends of Five Points listserv - The FOFP 
listserv keeps members aware of happenings and issues 
affecting the greater Five Points neighborhood.  

• Present your own idea – The Board of Directors appreci-
ates new ideas and welcomes input from the community.  

FEATURED BUSINESS:  
GEORGIA FEDERAL CREDIT UNION (GFCU) 

Georgia Federal Credit Union’s University of Georgia branch is lo-
cated in the heart of Five Points. The distinctive red and white 
branch, and Archie the GFCU bulldog, can be found right next to 
Lumpkin Café. 
 
GFCU is well-established; the $625 million credit union has been in 
existence for more than 50 years. GFCU began when the founder, 
Vernon Carne, urged six other school teachers in DeKalb County to 
join him in putting up $5 each to form a credit union. Today, GFCU has 13 branches, including the one in Five 
Points and one on the east side of Athens.  GFCU has been in Five Points since 2004; in 2007, they moved 
from a previous location next to David C. Barrow Elementary to the current location. 
 
While credit unions offer many of the same services as banks, credit unions are non-profits and are owned by 
their members. Requirements for membership at credit unions vary, but GFCU has a community charter; any-
one who lives, works, attends school or worships in Clarke County is eligible for membership. Therefore, all 
Friends of Five Points can open free checking accounts, apply for car loans or refinance mortgages through 
GFCU. 
 
GFCU takes an active part in many community initiatives. For example, they sponsor community speakers and 
classes on financial education and tax preparation, award scholarships annually to high school seniors, run a 
Christmas Tree wish program for foster children and support local neighborhood events, like the Five Points “5 
@ 5” road race. 
            
If you’d like to know more about GFCU, visit their web site at gfcuonline.org or stop by their Five Points branch. 
 
Jennie Wenger 

BOTTLED OR TAP? 

In this world of fast pace and instant gratification, many of us don’t think twice about buying and using bottled 
water.  It’s convenient, and it is a good alternative to drinking soft drinks.  So you may ask ‘Why not use bottled 
water?’  There are several reasons why bottled water may not be a good choice for you or the environment. 
 
Bottled water is expensive 
When you look at the costs of a 20 oz. bottle of water from a vending machine versus the average cost of a 
gallon of gasoline, bottled water is more than twice as expensive as gasoline.  The same amount of tap water 
is miniscule in comparison.   
 
Bottled water may be hazardous to your health 
The chemical Bisphenol-A, known as BPA, is used to make plastic water bottles. It is the building block that 
makes plastic hard and clear.  There have been hundreds of studies showing the negative effects of BPA to 
human health. Summarily, BPA has been shown to relate to obesity, breast cancer, prostate cancer, diabetes, 
liver disease, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), ovarian disease and liver disease. BPA is bad 
stuff. And the plastic is only part of the problem; Athens-Clarke County water is tested multiple times daily, 
whereas water that goes into bottles at the treatment plant is not monitored as often. 
 
Plastic bottles mean more garbage 
Annual production of plastic bottles produces over 1.5 million tons of plastic waste and requires up to 47 million 
gallons of oil per year to produce. It is also estimated that over 80% of plastic bottles are thrown away in the 
US, despite recycling efforts.  Large numbers of the bottles end up in the world’s oceans, spinning in giant 
eddy currents. The plastic slowly breaks down, causing extensive damage to marine life. 
 
What can you do? 
Simply buy a stainless steel water bottle and use it, use it, and then use it again.  Fill it before you leave work 
each day or before a trip to the gym.  You just might be saving yourself and doing your part to help the planet.  
You are also helping support the local municipal water system here in Clarke County by drinking tap water. 
 
Much of this technical information is literature from: food and Water Watch, lighter footstep, and the movie 
tapped. Please go their websites for more information. 
 
Kevin Barnes 

CONTINUING A  
TRADITION:   
FIFTH ANNUAL FOFP 
EASTER EGG HUNT 
 
We had another great showing for 
the Fifth Annual Friends of Five 
Points Easter Egg Hunt! On a beauti-
ful Saturday in April, nearly 400 peo-
ple showed up at Memorial Park for a 
morning of Easter egg hunting and 
enjoying the onset of spring. We had 
great weather and a gang of enthusi-
astic egg-hunters. Thank you to all 
volunteers and to the ACC Memorial 
Park staff for your help and support. 
See you next year! 
 



FURRY FRIENDS OF FIVE POINTS

Five points is a thriving, active community not only of humans, but also our furry friends!  
Did you know that there are several common household items that may be considered 
harmless to people; however, could be extremely toxic to our four legged family mem-
bers?  Two of the top 10 Pet Poisons according to the ASPCA poison control are items 
that are probably right in your medicine cabinet or in your refrigerator. 

 
Human Medications: Over the counter medications that are considered safe for us, could be deadly to our 
pets. Did you know that Tylenol (or any acetaminophen containing drug) is a deadly poison in cats?  Not only 
do you need to be cautious where you keep your medications with small children, but also dogs will notoriously 
chew up plastic pill bottles and ingest the content.  If this happens, contact your local veterinarian immediately. 
People Food: Think twice about sharing these following foods with your pet: grapes, raisins, avocado, and 
foods containing the sweetener xylitol.  With Halloween coming in the fall, remember chocolate is also a toxin.  
If your dog accidentally ingests any of these foods, call your vet immediately. 
 
For more information regarding the top reported pet poisons, visit http://www.aspca.org/pet-care/poison-
control/. 

PIECE OF    IVE POINTS HISTORY 

Have you ever noticed a small marker near Five and Ten restaurant and Strand hair salon? It’s imbedded into 
the right-of-way on the west side of the street. The marker memorializes a young boy and reminds us of the 
importance of traffic and pedestrian safety in our community. 
 
Traffic has always been an issue in Five Points. Cyclists and pedestrians continue to compete with trucks, 
SUVs and cars along narrow streets. Thousands of vehicles pass through the intersection of Lumpkin Street 
and Milledge Avenue each day. Routinely, there are accidents--and occasional fatalities--in the area. 
 
This marker was placed to commemorate an accident on November 15, 1922 when a truck driver for Athens 
Engineering Company hit and killed a child on Lumpkin. The marker is easy to miss, but since I noticed it, I 
have continued to look for the marker every time I walk nearby. And to think about the child and his parents. 
 
According to reports in the Athens Herald, six-year-old Reynolds Smith, whose family lived on Milledge Circle, 
had been visiting a friend that afternoon. Around 4 o’clock, he emerged on his bicycle from an alley onto Lump-
kin and began snaking down the street, riding from one side to the other. Perhaps he was meandering home. 
 
The truck driver, a man named John Mines, was returning to town after delivering some equipment, and he 
struck the little boy, killing him instantly. He told authorities he didn’t see the child. 
 
Two people saw the accident, a Mrs. P.T. Morgan and a Mr. Sherrer. Mrs. Morgan was in her car near the King
-Hodgson store when she saw the truck pass, going an estimated 25 to 30 miles an hour. Mr. Sherrer, who 
worked in the store, also thought the truck was traveling too fast for the road. 
 
John Mines, a black man, was charged with murder, according to reports, and was incarcerated in the Clarke 
County Jail. 
 
The boy’s death made the front page of the athens herald. Reynolds was the second of three sons of Warren 
Smith, vice president of the Georgia National Bank. (One of many financial institutions on Broad Street, the 
bank had been founded in 1903 by John Wilkins.) It’s thought the Smiths left Athens because some lifelong 
Athenians, who remembered the accident, had no idea where the family was living. 
 
The story of this boy and his family is a stark reminder of the importance of safe driving and pedestrian safety 
in the neighborhood. Please be safe this fall! 
 
Rebecca McCarthy 

FRIENDS OF FIVE POINTS 
Neighborhood Association 
P.O. Box 5423, Athens, GA 30604 
Membership Form 
complete this form and mail it with your check (made payable to friends of five Points) to the above address.  

Name:  
Your Name or Business Name

Address:  
  Street Address    City    State   Zip 

Are you a new member or renewing member?   □ New   □ Renewing 
Please indicate the type of membership:   □ $10 Household Membership 
       □ $25 Three-Year Household Membership 
       □ $25 Business Membership 
 
If you would like to join the listserve and receive occasional e-mails about events and issues affecting our neighbor-
hood, please provide your e-mail address here (please note that FOFP will not share your name, address or e-mail 
address with third parties):  
 
 
Is there a specific issue or interest that Friends of Five Points can help you with? 
 
 
Our association is successful due to the generosity of our volunteers. We are always looking for others interested in 
becoming involved in our mission. Please check the below volunteer opportunities that interest you: 
 
 □ Helping with the newsletter or website    □ Serving on the board 
 □ Occasionally volunteering for social events   □ Helping with a specific task 
 □ Joining a committee      □ Serving as a street captain 

WE     FIVE POINTS! 
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INFILL SURVEY PROGRESS REPORT

Thanks to all of you who filled out and sent in your surveys.  We have received 371 usable surveys from 83 of the 
117 streets to which surveys were mailed.  These numbers translate as 27% of the total number sent out (1,350), 
but 30% of possible replies (1,245) from the 83 streets represented.  We have been told that this is a very respect-
able level of response to a survey such as ours, and that it indicates a strong level of residents’ interest in the issue 
of infill construction. 
 
Survey question number one required a “yes” or “no” answer to the question, “Do you feel that new home construc-
tion and extensive home remodeling projects that occur in your neighborhood should be in scale with and compatible 
with existing homes and the overall character of the neighborhood?”  There were 346 “Yes” replies and 17 “No” re-
plies here, indicating a more than 20-to-1 (or 93%) level of support of “compatible” construction among survey re-
sponders.  When responses to question number three (the “essay question”) were analyzed for content, there were 
more than 200 mentions of compatibility and compatibility-related issues such as “mass and scale”, “height” and 
“setbacks”.  
  
It is our intention to make the final report available to our commissioners as evidence of our engagement with the 
issue of infill construction and our desire to work with them to develop a plan for Five Points’s growth that will accom-
modate infill construction without endangering the appealing character of our neighborhoods (a sentiment expressed 
repeatedly in the returned survey forms). 
   
We will have a final report some time this summer, and it will be posted as a link on our website, 
www.friendsoffivepoints.org. 

Carol Goerig 
Infill Working Group and Preservation of Neighborhood Character Committee Chair 
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